Technique Steps for Retrofitting Locator Attachments to an Existing Denture or Partial Denture:

1. Remove the cover screws

2. Choose the Locator attachment (e.g. 1mm, 2mm, 3mm or 4mm cuff height) that allows for the margin of the Locator male to rest right at or about the free gingival margin.  Snap the Locator attachments into place and check for any tissue impingement and make sure that you add the white washers prior to snapping them into place.

3. Relieve the inside of the denture in the area where the attachment is to be cured until it can be seated passively with the assurance that the denture base has NO CONTACT with the denture base.  This can be verified using FITCHECK or any fast setting impression material such as alginate or PVS wash impression material.  Mach II is also excellent for this as well.  Mark any "pink area" of show through with a lead pencil, adjust and recheck.

4. Mix Cold Cure Acrylic (e.g. Kwik Set Acrylic from Holmes Dental) and fill the receptacles for the housings about halfway with a soupy mix; also apply some to the retentive surface of the housings as well.  Seat the denture and have patient bite with moderate amount of force.

5. 5. Allow a five full minutes to set if using Kwik Set and longer if using some other cold cure acrylic.

Technique Steps for Retrofitting Locator Attachments to an Existing Denture or Partial Denture when performing a Hard Lab Reline at the same time:

If doing a hard lab processed reline in the office, go through the same procedure except fill the denture with the wash impression material (e.g. Fit Check or Acquasil LV) and seat.  After, pour up the model in quick setting stone (Grey Rock....thin mix)  mount the model to the reline jig using Blue Mouse and a facebow plate on the lower member and either stone or Blue Mousse on the upper member (make sure that the model is indexed), recover the cast, remove all reline materials, apply separating medium to the model, mix Pro Tech U Bar pink and add to the inside of the denture AFTER lubricating the periphery of the denture to prevent acrylic adhesion to the outside of the denture, complete the reline procedure in the pressure pot at 30 psi for 15 min.  Recover the denture, removall all excess and polish the periphery on the lathe.  Next cure in the attachments as described above.

